The order of words, phrases and clauses in Cicero's First philippic, compared with the same in Webster's First Bunker Hill oration by Noble, Mary E.
3  7 h (* 7
THE ORDER OF
WORDS, PHRASES AND CLAUSES
IN CICERO’S FIRST PHILIPPIC, COMPARED WITH THE SAME IN WEBSTER'S FIRST BUNKER HILL ORATION,
. . . BY . .
MARY E. NOBLE.
THESIS
FOR THE DEGREE OF A. B., COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS.
_____ 1TL S-t ieiLu.
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS.
1896.
PRESS OF TH E GAZETTE CHAMPAIGN II....
THE ORDER OF WORDS, PHRASES AND CLAUSES 
IN CICERO’ S FIRST PHILIPPIC COMPARED WITH THE SAME 
IN WEBSTER'S FIRST BUNKER HILL ORATION.
These two orations have "been care fu lly  compared 
in order to find  in what respects the Latin and the English 
order is  sim ilar and in what d iffe ren t.
A fte r  the reading o f the en tire  Latin Oration the 
f i r s t  h a lf was selected fo r  special study. Minute attention 
was given to the position  o f  the words in re la tion  to the 
rest o f  the sentence, particu larly  to those words to which 
they were most c lose ly  re la ted , as, fo r  instance, subject 
to predicate; gen itive  m odifiers o f subject in re la tion  both 
to the subject and to the ad jective m odifiers o f the subject. 
In th is  way the oration was studied and the resu lts tabula­
ted in regard to the subject, ad jective m odifiers o f  the siib- 
je c t ,  Genitive m odifiers o f  the subject; predicate, Dative 
m odifiers o f  predicate, Accusative m odifiers o f  predicate, 
Ablative m odifiers o f  predicate; conjunctive adverbs; Voca­
t iv e s ; adverbs; Genitive m odifiers o f  other words then sub­
je c t ;  in f in it iv e s , subject or object o f  in f in it iv e ;  Accusa-
----------------------  ... -  j,
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t iv e s  with prepositions; Genitives with ad jectives; A b la t iv e
Absolute; predicate ad jectives; Gerundive; Gerund; p a r t ic l-
' ♦ •
pies and Periphrastic Conjugation.
Then the results were co llected  in regard to each 
one, as the subject, fo r  instance, finding how many times 
i t  occurred f i r s t ,  second, th ird , or even la s t , in the sen­
tence; how many times i t  was found before and how many a fte r  
the predicate, and from these resu lts what the most common 
position  o f  the subject is  in the Latin order.
In the same way the English Oration was studied 
and notes made in regard to the subject, ad jective m odifi­
ers o f  the subject; prepositional phrases modifying subject; 
verb; d irect ob ject; attribute complement; phrases modifying 
predicate; p a rtic ip les ; in fin it iv e s ; objects o f  p a rtic ip les  
and in fin it iv e s ; phrases modifying p a rtic ip les ; ind irect 
ob ject; phrases modifying phrases; phrases modifying words 
other than subject, pi-edicate, or p a rtic ip les ; adverbs; 
and ad jective  m odifiers o f  words other than subject. The 
f in a l resu lts were then co llected  as in the Latin Oration.
In studying the English Oration many phrases were 
found to correspond with those o f  the Latin and these were 
noted; as, the phrases introduced by "o f"  have the same re­
la tion  to the English that the Genitive has to the Latin;
- o -
those introduced, by " to ” or " fo r ” correspond to the Latin 
D ative.
A fter  th is  the two orations were compared and the 
d ifferences and s im ila r it ie s  observed.
Following are given the d ivisions o f the Latin 
Oration and the observations made in each case.
Subjects.
In studying the subjects o f  the Latin Oration i t  
was found that the subjects occurred f i r s t  more frequently 
than any other place in the sentence. Out o f about one hun­
dred and sixteen cases i t  came f i r s t  fo rty -fou r times; sec­
ond, twenty-three; th ird , f i ft e e n ; fourth, twelve; f i f t h ,  
s ix ; sixth , s ix ; seventh, four; and las t but once. The sub­
je c t  is  found much more frequently before than a fte r  the pr 
predicate, there being but th irteen cases o f  the subject 
a fte r  the verb and one hundred three before. In a re la tive  
clause the re la tives  almost invariably introduce the clause; 
to th is  rule there was but one exception; i . e . ,  p. 122, 1. 2
---- "qu i” being the second w ord .(l) In a few instances the
subject was found between the parts o f  the verb but th is a l­
so was rare. *
(1 ) The references to the Latin text are to Darkness1 ed i­
tion  o f C icdro's Orations. Edition o f 1888.
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Genitive M odifiers o f  Subject.
Of the Genitive m odifiers more were found a fte r  
than before the subject, there being eleven a fte r  and but 
s ix  before. There were f iv e  f i r s t  in the sentence; four, 
second; two, th ird ; three, fourth; two, f i f t h ;  two, sixth ; 
one, eighth; two, ninth; and two, eleventh. Twice the Gen­
it iv e  was found a fte r  the verb and in one o f  these cases two 
Genitives modified the subject and one was placed before and 
the other a fte r  the verb.
Adjective M odifiers o f Subject.
There were f i ft e e n  ad jective m odifiers found be­
fore the subject and eight a fte r . Of these, f iv e  occurred 
f i r s t ;  nine, second; three, f i f t h ;  and the remainder, once. 
Verbs
Verbs.
By far the most usual position o f the verb 'was 
found to be la s t. There were ninety-seven cases found 'where 
the verb occurred la s t and but one hundred f i f t y  fo r  a l l  the 
rest together; in th is  number the verb was f i r s t  twenty 
times; second, twenty-four; th ird , twenty-one; fourth, twen­
ty -s ix ; f i f t h ,  nineteen; sixth , nine; seventh, th irteen ; 
eighth, s ix ; and seven times fo r  the remaining positions.
As a usual thing the sentences are not extremely
long and the verb fa r  removed from the subject but i t  was 
so in some cases, as on p. 123, 1. 16, the verb is  the sec­
ond word in the sentence while the subject o f the sentence 
is  the f i r s t  word; again on p. 125, 1. 21, the verb is  the 
sixteenth and la s t word in the sentence.
The usual position o f the verb is  a fte r  the sub­
je c t and, to th is  ru le, but nine exceptions occur.
Dative M odifiers o f  Pred icate.
The Datives were found more frequently before than 
a fte r  the verb. There were twenty-three cases o f  the Dative 
before the verb and but eleven a fte r . In regard to it s  pos­
it io n  there was no regu larity . I t  was as apt to be found 
f i r s t  as la s t or in fact any place between these two.
Three times i t  was found f i r s t ;  second, nine times; 
th ird , three; fourth, three; f i f t h ,  once; sixth , f iv e  times; 
seventh, once; eighth, tw ice; and la s t , three times.
I t  had no particu lar order as fa r as i t s  posi­
tion  in regard to Accusatives and Ablatives was concerned.
I t  was sometimes found before and sometimes a fte r  the Accus­
a tives  and the same is  true in its  re la tion  to the Ablatives.
Accusatives.
The Accusatives were divided into two main d iv i-
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sions: those used with and those used without prepositions. 
By fa r  the greater mariber were not introduced by preposi­
tions. Of these seventy-nine were found before the verb 
and twenty-one a fte r  i t .
The Accusatives occurred f i r s t  in the sentence 
twenty times; second, fourteen; th ird , nineteen; fourth, 
seventeen; f i f t h ,  s ix ; sixth , seven times; and la s t , four 
times. I t  was found but twice before the subject.
The Accusatives with prepositions occurred twenty- 
two times before the verb and eleven a fte r . Twice a Geni­
t iv e  was found between the preposition and Accusative, The 
subject o f the sentence was found twice a fte r  the Accusa­
t iv e . Both with and without prepositions the Accusative is  
found much more frequently before than a fte r  the verb. In 
the case o f Accusatives with prepositions, in the ra tio  o f 
one to two and as the d irect ob ject, one to four.
On page 123, 1. 28, the Accusative is  used with t 
the preposition "prae." This preposition is  ra re ly  found. 
Page 122, 1. 33, is  the Accusative "rem conventuram." I t  
is  the la s t word in the sentence and is  separated by nine­
teen words from its  verb.
A b la tives .
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The Ablative m odifiers were more numerous than 
any other m odifiers o f the predicate. Of these, one hun­
dred eighty-two occurred before the verb and but nineteen 
a fte r . Fourteen were found f i r s t ;  four, second; f i ft e e n , 
th ird ; twelve, fourth; twelve, f i f t h ;  ten, sixth; three, 
seventh; four, eighth; f iv e ,  ninth; four, tw elfth ; one, f i f ­
teenth; and one, la s t. The Ablative was found four times 
before the subject. One case o f  the Ablative between parts
o f  the verb occurred: that was on page 123, 1. 1 ---- "sum
cupiditate incensuo." There were seven cases o f  a Genitive 
found between the preposition and the Ablative introduced by 
i t .  The Ablative was not usually greatly  separated from its  
verb, but on p. 124, 1. 1, "g ra tia " occurs the eleventh 
word a fte r  i t s  verb.
There were at least as many cases noted o f  the 
Ablative before as a fte r  the Accusative.
Conjunctive Adverbs.
Conjunctive adverbs are never met with f i r s t  in a 
sentence. They are, therefore, post-positive Ua
In f i ft e e n  cases twelve conjunctive adverbs were 
second in the sentence. One was c la ss ified  as f i r s t  but 
merely f i r s t  in a dependent clause and not the f i r s t  word o f
the entire sentence.
One was found th ird  and also one fourth.
Vocatives.
There were seven Vocatives used in th is  oration 
and in th is  number none introduced the sentence. One occurred 
second; one, th ird ; three, fourth; one, f i f t h ;  and one, 
sixth.
Adverbs .
Adverbs were used much more frequently before 
than a fte r  the verb. Of those used before the verb there 
were s ix ty  and those used a fte r , nine. Adverbs were found 
ten times f i r s t  in the sentence; twenty, second; eleven, 
th ird ; th irteen , fourth; three f i f t h ;  four, sixth ; and e lev ­
enth, tw elfth , and th irteenth, each once.
On p. 124, 1. 7, there is  a regular adverbial
sen tence----"Nimis iracunde hoc quidem et valts(e intemper-
ant er. " Such a sentence, however, was only found once in 
the oration.
Genitive M odifiers o f .Other Words than Subject.
Of the Genitive m odifiers o f words other than the 
subject, twenty-three were found to occur before the words
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they modified and twenty-four a fte r . T h ir ty -fiv e  were found 
before the verb and twenty-five a fte r .
Only one o f these Genitives occurred f i r s t  in the 
sentence; f iv e ,  second; eleven, th ird ; four, fourth; seven, 
f i f t h ;  f iv e ,  sixth ; two, seventh; f iv e ,  eighth; and ninth or 
more than ninth, f i ft e e n . Seven Genitives were found be­
tween prepositions and th e ir objects.
Ad.iective M od ifiers , Not o f Subject.
More o f the ad jective m odifiers were found be­
fore the 'words they modified than a fte r , there being twenty 
before and ten a fte r . But one 'was found f i r s t  in the sen­
tence; two, second; f iv e ,  th ird ; two, fourth; two, f i f t h ;  
one, seventh; two, eighth; one, ninth; two, tenth; and 
one each tw elfth , th irteenth and fourteenth.
P. 121, 1. 34, two Ablatives modify the same word 
and one is  placed before and the other a fte r  the word they 
modify. This arrangement is  unusual.
In f in it iv e s .
The re la t iv e  number o f  in fin it iv e s  before and a fte r  
the verb are very nearly the same; in the f i r s t  case there 
are twenty-six and in the la t te r ,  twenty-eight.
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The in f in it iv e ,  lik e  the verb, is  found most fr e ­
quently la s t ,  there being twelve cases with the in f in it iv e  
la s t. I t  is  found f i r s t ,  three times; second, tw ice; th ird, 
f iv e  times; fourth, three times; f i f t h ,  three times; sixth , 
four times; seventh, once; eighth, once; and ninth, tw ice.
Subject or Ob.iect o f In f in it iv e s .
The subjects and objects o f  the in f in it iv e  
were found much more frequently befoi-e the in f in it iv e .  In 
nineteen cases seventeen occurred before and two a fte r , and 
these two were both objects. As a general thing the sub­
jec ts  or objects were not fa r removed from the in f in it iv e ,  
but in a few instances they were; as on p. 124, 1. 15,
•'me” the object is  separated by seven words from the in fin ­
i t iv e ,  and on the same page, 1. 26, "me" is  separated by 
seventeen words from its  in f in it iv e .
Ablative Absolute.
There were but seven cases noted o f the Abla­
t iv e  Absolutes and these, with one exception, were found 
before the verb. With th is exception there seemed to be no 
regu la rity  in the order o f  use.
Predicate A d jectives .
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Of the predicate ad jectives , nine were found "be­
fore the verb and three a fte r . They were f i r s t ,  tw ice; sec­
ond, once; th ird , four times; fourth, once.
On page 122, 1. 2, the predicate ad jective "veter- 
an i" is  found f i r s t ,  coming even "before the re la tive  "qu i."
Folio-wing are the observations made on the Eng­
lis h  Oration.
Subjects.
In th is oration very many more subjects came be­
fore the verb than a fte r  i t .  Where there were one hundred^ 
nineteen before and s ix  a fte r  the verb. The most usual po­
s ition  fo r  the subject is  f i r s t .  There were fo r ty -s ix  in 
which th is  was the case; th irty-one in which the subject was 
second; twenty-three, th ird ; twelve, fourth; three, f i f t h ;  
f iv e ,  sixth; ninth, once; eleventh, once; sixteenth, twice; 
only one was found la s t. Four times subjects were found 
between parts o f  the verb.
While f i r s t  is  the most usual position  there were 
cases where the subject was far from the f i r s t  o f  the sen­
tence; as, p. 124, c. 2, 1. 46,(1 ) "settlement" was the
(1 ) The references are to Webster's Great Speeches ----(next p . )
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twenty-third word. Usually the verb and subject were not 
fa r removed, but on p. 125, 1. 15, "event” is  separated by 
th ir ty  words from its  verb. P, 126, 1. 28, "patriotism ," 
the subject o f a dependent sentence, is  the twenty-second 
word in the sentence and it s  verb fo llow s immediately a fte r , 
i t .
In the number o f  subjects used, th ir ty -s ix  were
\Y€
and twenty-five o f  these were used as the f i r s t  word 
in th e ir  respective sentences.
Adjective M odifiers o f  the Subject.
In a l l  there were twenty-six ad jective m odifiers 
o f  the subject and a l l  were found before the subject. Of 
these seven occurred f i r s t ;  f iv e ,  second; and s ix , th ird .
Phrases Modifying Subject.
Of these phrases the greater part came a fte r  the 
subject. There are twenty-one a fte r  and two before. Most 
o f  these phrases, f i ft e e n  out o f twenty-three, correspond.to 
the Latin Genitive.
For the most part, they fo llow  immediately a fte r
(1 ) - con. from p. 10 —  "The Buhker H il l  Monument." Pub-
»
lished by L i t t le ,  Brown & Co., Boston, c. 2r coiuinn 2.
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the subject, but p. 126, 1. 25, "in  days" is  before its  
subject and separated by eighteen words from i t .
a fte r  the subject where i t  occurs one hundred three times a 
and before the subject only s ix  times. I t  is  found f iv e  
times f i r s t ;  forty-one, second; fourteen, th ird ; sixteen, 
fourth; f iv e ,  f i f t h ;  two, sixth ; s ix , seventh; three, 
ninth; two, tw elfth ; two, seventeenth; one, nineteenth; and 
la s t , ten times.
main part -w ' — --
s ire  o f which the f i r s t  part introduces the sentence and the 
remainder o f  the verb comes near the end o f the sentence; 
as p. 126, 1. 43, " le t  the e a r lie s t lig h t o f  the morning 
g ild  i t . "  P. 124, 1. 8, "proclaim" is  separated by twenty- 
f iv e  words from its  subject. P. 125, 1. 19, " is "  is  the 
th irty -fou rth  word in the sentence and is  followed by the 
subject o f  the sentence. The sentence is  a regular Roman 
Period.
Verbs.
By fa r  the most common position fo r  the verb is
D irect Object o f  the Verb.
As is  to be expected, the d irect object comes most
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frequently after the verb. There are forty-one cases a fte r  
the verb and but once does i t  ocdur before and th is  is  on p. 
125, c. 2, 1. 2, "the foundation" introduces the sentence 
and thus comes before both subject and predicate. The ob­
je c t is  also found but once second in the sentence; tw ice, 
th ird ; fourth, seven times; f i f t h ,  f iv e  times; sixth , three 
times; seventh, f iv e  times; eighth, once; ninth, three times; 
tw elfth , tw ice; th irteenth, fourteenth and fifte en th , once.
As a usual thing, the object follow s immediately 
a fte r  the verb.
Ind irect Object.
Three times ind irect objects occurred a fte r  the 
verb. Twice they were found before the d irect object and 
once a fte r . These ind irect objects correspond to the Latin 
Dative.
A ttr i bute Coin-piements.
The attribu te complements occurred twenty-one 
times a fte r  the verb and two before in which case they came 
both before the subject and predicate. I t  is  found tw ice, 
th ird ; three times, fourth; three, f i f t h ;  two, sixth ; once, 
seventh; tw ice, eighth; and la s t ,  three times. P. 124, c. 2, 
1. 43, "nearer" is  the only time i t  occurred f i r s t  and in
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th is case i t  was separated by twenty words from the predi­
cate .
The most common position  fo r  the a ttribu te , as for 
the ob ject, is  immediately a fte r  the verb.
Phrases Modifying Pred icate.
As is  to be expected, most o f  these phrases are 
found a fte r  the verb. There are forty-three a fte r  the verb 
and three before. Ten o f these phrases are found la s t , and 
two f i r s t .  Ten o f them modify the d irect ob ject, and sev­
en the a ttribu te . Eight o f  them correspond to the Latin 
Genitives, three to Latin Datives, and one to the Latin 
Ablative.
P. 124, 1. 43, "to our times" is  a phrase modify­
ing the predicate and separated from i t  by three other phras­
es, Most o f  these phrases were not fa r  removed from the p 
predicate, but in three or four cases they were separated 
by twelve words from i t .
P a r t ic ip le s .
In every case the partic ip les  came a fte r  the 
words they modified. They were found s ix  times.
There were more p a r t ic ip ia l phrases than p a rti­
c ip les and o f these twelve were found a fte r  the verb and
-17-
There are fo rty -e igh t o f  these phrases, and. a l l  
are found, a fte r  the phrases they modify. Of these, eleven 
occur la s t. Many o f them, twenty-seven, correspond to 
the Latin Genitive, three to the Latin Dative, and one to 
the Latin A b la tive . P. 126, 1. 33, in the phrase "o f so 
many temples," "temples" is  not only the object o f the phrase 
but also is  the subject o f  a sentence o f  which the predicate 
is  "dedicated to God."
Phrases Modifying Words Other than Subject, P red icate, or
P a r t ic ip le s .
Of these phrases three modify in f in it iv e s . They 
are a l l ,  eleven, found a fte r  the words or phrases which 
they modify. Four o f  them are found la s t. Two correspond 
to the Latin Genitive and two to Latin Datives.
Adjective M odifiers Not o f  Subject.
These ad jective m odifiers, seventy-nine o f  them, 
were found without exception before the words they modified.
Adverbs.
The adverbs 'were found almost equally before and 
a fte r  the verb. There were twelve before and f i f t e e n  a fte r . 
Four were found before the subject; one occurred f i r s t  and
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three la s t. The most common position  was between the parts 
o f  the verb and o f these there were nineteen. Two modified 
p a rtic ip les  and o f these both were found before the p a rt i­
c ip le  .
A Comparison o f the Latin and English orations.
The amount studied in the English oration had ma 
many more subjects expressed than in the Latin. This is  be­
cause many subjects in Latih are included in the verb.
In the Latin there were one hundred three sub­
jec ts  before the verb and th irteen  a fte r , and in the English 
one hundred nineteen before and s ix  a fte r ; while in the 
Latin fo rty -fou r occurred f i r s t ,  in the English fo r ty -s ix  
did. In both cases but one subject was found la s t. This 
is  a remarkable agreement.
In the Latin Oration two hundred fifty - tw o  verbs 
were expressed and but one hundred nine in the English. Of 
these, in the Latin , ninety-seven were found la s t, while in 
the English ten were la s t. In the Latin nine verbs were 
found before the subject and in the English s ix . In the 
Latin the verb occurred twenty times f i r s t  and f iv e  f i r s t  
in the English. Here the s im ila r ity  is  not nearly so 
marked as in the case o f  the subjects.
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There is  one marked d ifference "between the Accusa­
t iv e  used as d irect ob ject, and the d irect objects o f  the 
English Oration and that is  while in the former the Accusa­
t iv e  is  found before the verb in the ra tio  o f  one to four, 
in the la t te r  case i t  is  found a fte r  the verb forty-one 
times out o f  forty-tw o.
In the Latin text there were f i ft e e n  ad jective 
m odifiers found before the subject and eight a fte r  while 
in the English there were twenty-six ad jective  m odifiers o f 
the subject and a l l  were found before.
Of the Genitive m odifiers eleven were found a fte r  
and s ix  before the subject, while there were in the English 
tex t twenty-one phrases a fte r  and but two before the subject
Of the ad jectives which modify other words than 
the subject in the Latin text twenty came before the words 
they modify and ten a fte r , -while in the English there were 
seventy-nine and without exception they preceded the words 
they modified.
While in the Latin Oration, Cicero does not once 
address the "patres conscrip ti" f i r s t  Webster begins with 
'•Venerable men" or "Veterans." In Latin the Vocative rare­
ly  stands f i r s t  and in English th is is  a very common thing.
While in the Latin tex t, s ix ty  adverbs were found
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before the verb and nine a fte r , in the English the d istribu ­
tion  was about equal, there being twelve before and f ifte e n  
a fte r  the verb. ■ ,
We gather from th is comparison that the Romans cer­
tain.!, j nad a much greater range in th eir word order than the 
English and were able' to emphasize words by position  in a 
way impossible to us. And yet Webster's oration is  a fine 
type o f  the English modelled a fte r  the Latin s ty le . This 
is  very marked on p. 126, from the eighth through the fo r ty - 
fifth . lin e . And what could Cicero him self have said more 
eloquent than this?
..e come, as Americans, to mark a spot which must fo r
ever be dear to us and our p os te r ity ----- we 'wish that, in
those days o f  d isaster, which, as they come upon a l l  nations, 
may be expected to come upon us a lso, desponding patriotism  
may turn irs  eyes hitherward, and be assured that the founda- 
u±ons oi our national power are s t i l l  strong. We wish that 
uhis column, r is in g  towards heaven among the pointed spires 
o f  so many temples dedicated to God, may contribute also to 
produce, m a l l  minds, a pious fe e lin g  o f  dependence and grat­
itude----- Let i t  r is e ! Let i t  r is e , t i l l  i t  meet the sun
in his coming; le t  the e a r lie s t  l ig h t  o f the morning g ild  i t ,  
and the parting day lin ger and play on its  summit."
